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either relative or demonstrative. In the more the merrier it is
first relative and then demonstrative: by-how-much we are
more, by-so-much we shall be merrier. When the relative the
is used, it should always be answered regularly by, or itself
answer, the demonstrative the. Attempts to vary the formula
are generally unhappy; for instance,
He was leaving his English business in the hands of Bilton, who
seemed to him, the more he knew him, extraordinarily efficient.—
E. F. BENSON.
This should run, perhaps: whose efficiency impressed him the
more, the more he knew him—though it must be confessed that
the double form is nearly always uncomfortable if it has not
the elbow-room of a whole sentence to itself. That, however,
is rather a question of style than of syntax; and other examples
will accordingly be found in the section of the Chapter Airs and
Graces concerned with originality.
The farther we advance into it, we see confusion more and more
unfold itself into order.—carlyle.
Most readers will feel that this is an uncomfortable compromise
between The farther we advance the more do we see and As
we advance we see confusion more and more unfold itself. Similarly
She had reflection enough to foresee, that the longer she counten-
anced his passion, her own heart would be more and more irretrievably
engaged.—smollett.
But it is when the demonstrative is used alone with no
corresponding relative clause—a use in itself quite legitimate—
that real blunders occur. It seems sometimes to be thought
that the more is merely a more imposing form of more, and is
therefore better suited for a dignified or ambitious style; but it
has in fact a perfectly definite meaning, or rather two; and there
need never be any doubt whether more or the more is right.
One of the meanings is a slight extension of the other, (i) The
correlative meaning by so much may be kept, though the relative
clause, instead of formally corresponding and containing the
(meaning by how much) and a comparative, takes some possibly
quite different shape. But it must still be clear from the context

